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An event of interest was a flight to - England and back by
members of the Bombay Flying Club. An event of international
importance was the air race from England to Australia, referred
to earlier in this chapter, part of the course of which lay across
India. The Aero Club of India and Burma undertook the arrange-
ments for the local section of the route on behalf of the Royal Aero
Club; and as Allahabad was the control point for the country, all
competitors had to land there.

In his Avro X, His Excellency the Viceroy flew 1,518 miles Viceroy's
during the year and also made an air tour from Delhi to Patna and Tours*
back in another machine.    Owing to the inadequate performance
and load-carrying capacity of the old Avro aeroplane, a new one,
an Avro 642, was purchased and arrived in India in December
1934.

Twenty-sis accidents occurred in 1934, as against 29 in 1933; Accidents,
but unfortunately the consequences of the former were graver,
since 4 persons were killed and 4 seriously injured in them, com-
pared with none and 3 respectively in the previous year. Of the
26 accidents in 1934, 9 were major ones (i.e., resulted in death or
serious injury to personnel), six being fatal. Indian aircraft were
involved in four of the latter. Foreign aircraft were concerned in
6 accidents, of which 2 were ground accidents. As Indian aircraft
accomplished 18,413 hours of flying in 1934, compared with 15,240
hours in 1933, the number of accidents to such aircraft (20) was
both absolutely and relatively lower than in the latter year (22).

In consequence of the expansions, both actual and prospective, Admiaistra-
mentioned above, it became necessary to strengthen the superior
technical staff of the Civil Aviation Directorate during the year
under review. This staff now consists of the Director of Civil
Aviation, the Deputy Director of Civil Aviation, a Chief Inspector
of Aircraft, two Engineer Officers and a Technical Officer at head-
quarters; a Chief Aerodrome Officer and an Aircraft Inspector at
Karachi; and an Aircraft Inspector at Calcutta. In addition, 6
Aerodrome Officers and 2 Assistant Aircraft Inspectors are em-
ployed. During their autumn session, the Legislative Assembly
passed the Indian Aircraft Act and the Indian Carriage by Air
Act, which bring the law on the subject up to date. The framing
of new rules under the former Act was taken in hand. It may be
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